
(All of the information below is adapted from Firewise and from the Marin County (CA) 
Humane Society and is offered to help spark your own plans for your pets.) 

	

Pets	and	Wildfires 

MAKE SURE PETS ARE INCLUDED IN YOUR FAMILY’S WILDFIRE EVACUATION PLAN. BUILD AN EVACUATION KIT FOR 
EACH PET IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD. ENSURE EACH KIT IS A SIZE AND WEIGHT THAT CAN BE QUICKLY AND EASILY LOADED 

INTO A VEHICLE WHEN PACKING TO EVACUATE. 

 
 
You play an important role in helping your pets stay safe in a wildfire. It doesn’t take a lot of 
time to build a pet evacuation kit, and it can usually be done using things you already have at 
home. For example, when you buy a new leash, collar, or bed, add the old item to your pet’s 
emergency kit; and, instead of disposing of old towels and blankets, wash them and put some in 
your pet’s evacuation kit. 
 
Included on the sample checklist below are many types of paperwork and photos that should be 
included in your kit. Another good way to easily store the information is to scan the 
recommended documents and photos and store them on a flash drive inside the kit. Consider 
giving an additional flash drive to a friend or relative that lives in a neighboring community; that 
way if you don’t have time to pack your pet evacuation kit, you’ll have another option to retrieve 
the information. 
 
This checklist will help you customize an evacuation kit for the pets in your family and ensure 
they’re ready to go if you need to evacuate during a wildfire. When building the kit, remember it 
needs to be a size and weight that can be easily loaded into a vehicle when evacuating quickly. 
 
Evacuation Tips 
 
Just as humans prepare, it’s important to have household pets and horses ready year-round for a 
potential wildfire evacuation. However, preparing animals for an evacuation requires an extra 
level of planning, preparedness, and practice. The National Fire Protection Association’s 
TakeAction campaign provides the tips you need to start putting your pet emergency kit together 
now before a wildfire threatens your area. 
 



Bring pets inside at the early signs of a wildfire–that way if an evacuation notice is issued, they’ll 
be close, and you won’t have to spend time searching for them outdoors. 
 
If the fire is nearby and evacuation is expected, place them in carriers near the front door, with 
food and water. 
 
If possible, take pets with you when evacuating; they could encounter problems when left on 
their own, and you could have difficulty locating them when you return. 
Don’t ever delay leaving home during a fire to find pets; your personal safety could depend on a 
quick exit! 
 
What to Expect for Your Pets When You’ve Been Evacuated 
 
Many human evacuation centers cannot accept pets due to health and safety regulations. Often, 
only service animals are permitted in an evacuation center. If your family will be staying at a 
public shelter during an evacuation, it’s important to know animals may not be allowed to stay 
with you.  
 
In some communities, evacuation shelters are located close to where pets are kept, but that’s not 
always the case. If they’re housed close by, you may have an opportunity to care for them 
yourself. If your animals are at the shelter, they’ll be happier and more comfortable if you have 
the items listed on the pet evacuation checklist. 
 

 

Prepare  

Pet Disaster Plan  
Having a disaster plan for your beloved pets can make all the difference. Not only will it reduce 
stress, but it’ll save precious time and possibly, lives.  



Learn how to keep you and your pets safe during a disaster. 

BEFORE DISASTER STRIKES  

Identify Your Pet  

Keep your pet’s license current and make sure that a collar and identification tag are worn at all times. 
Consider getting a safe, permanent microchip for your pet. A microchip ID cannot be lost or removed.  

Crate Train Your Pet  

Train your dog or cat to enter a carrier on command. Put his favorite treat in it and sound a bell at the 
same time. Repeat this process until he comes running at the sound of the bell. Continue this routine to 
keep it fresh in his mind. This will help you quickly locate and safely transport him to safety in times of 
emergency.  

 

Secure Birdcages and Fish Tanks  

Because these items may move and/or break during a disaster, securing them on low stands or tables will 
be helpful. Also, tighten the latch on your birdcage so that the door cannot be shaken open easily.  

Develop a Neighborhood Plan  

Get to know your neighbors and their pets. Keep an updated list of their home, work, and mobile phone 
numbers (update every six months) and select a neighborhood coordinator who will be ready to assist 
should a disaster occur when you are not home. It is best that this person spends a lot of time at home or 
works within walking distance of the neighborhood. Select one or two back-up coordinators, in case the 
primary person is unavailable.  

Prepare a PET DISASTER KIT  

Keep a prepared pet disaster kit in a safe and easily accessible place. Include:  

• Sturdy crate and/or carrier  
• Identification tag and collar for both dogs and cats  
• Leashes  
• Food/water (7-day supply for each pet)  
• Non-spill bowls  



• Litter/litterbox  
• Medication, copy of vaccination history  
• Phone numbers of emergency veterinary clinics – Pet  

• Phone number of local animal shelter  

• Portable caging, cable runs and/or tie-out stakes  

• First Aid Kit, which should include:  

• »		Bandages, scissors, tweezers, Q-tips, tape, antibiotic ointment  
• »		Hydrogen peroxide (to induce vomiting or for cleaning deep wounds)  
• »		Eye wash (saline) and ear cleaning  
• »		(ChlorhexiDerm, Epi-otic) solutions  

 

FOLLOWING A DISASTER 
If Your Pet Becomes Lost  

In Case of Evacuation  

Red Cross shelters do not accept pets. So, prepare a list of back-up arrangements, such as homes of 
friends and family, hotels that allow pets, boarding facilities, veterinary hospitals, and/or animal shelters. If 
at all possible, DO NOT leave your pet behind when evacuating. If you must, follow these guidelines to 
help ensure your pet’s safety:  

• Post a highly visible sign in a window to let rescue workers know how many pets were left 
behind.  

• Leave plenty of water in a large, open container which cannot be tipped over.  
• Leave food in timed feeders (check local pet stores). These will prevent your pet from 

eating a week’s worth of food in one day.  
• NEVER cage your pet as the chances for survival are greater if your pet can escape easily.  
• Immediately call or visit the nearest animal shelter to report your missing pet Check 

shelters’ social media channels  
• When deemed safe, return to your neighborhood to post and distribute “Lost Animal” 

posters (posters available through marinhumane.org)  
• Post to NextDoor.com  
• Continue to search the area for your missing pet – a frightened animal may stay hidden for 

days  

If You Find a Lost Pet  

Notify the animal shelter as soon as possible and be prepared to give a full description of 
the animal (i.e., breed, color, and/or sex) and location. Remember that sick and/or injured 
animals can become unpredictable from the stress of an injury and should be cared for by 
professionals familiar with proper handling techniques.  

 


